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The 46 year long history of
Panabhandhu comes to an end this
Octohber.Worapan Klampaiboon
recalls the design of the school that
is a Modern masterpiece.
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Panabhandhu School was founded in 1954
by Un Satrabhandhu and Lamjiag Satrabhandhu
who began with kindergarten level classes at
first and went on to develop the school further,
completing the project in 1955, Located on 38-
rai area of Payathai district, the school at it's
full capacity from Primary 1 to Secondary 6
could house 5,000 students.

The construction of the new school began
in 1955 with a budget of 60 million Baht. The
buildings were 2 to 4 storey high and featured
functional concrete and wood structures with
gable roofs. The next phase of structures, built
in 1965, were influenced by the work of Le
Corhusier who played a dominant role
worldwide in architectural scene during this
period. The architect is Ongard Satrabhandhu
who graduated from Cornell and Yale. The first
building he designed was the 2-storey canteen
started in 1963 and complete in 1966. Next
came Building 9 in 1970, the gymnasium in
1985, the library in 1991 and the dormitory
in 1996.

The canteen which accomodated 3,000
students was the first piece of architecture
designed by Ongard and was built in the time
when Modern Architecture prevailed all over
the world. - Among various movements, Le
Corbusier's influence was the strongest one.
Ongard, while studying at Cornell , was
impressed by Le Corbusier's works and the
beauty of ancient huildings that epitomize Le
Corbusier’s ideas pointed out by British famous
architectural instructor Colin Rowe. This

hecame Ongard's main design principle and
lasts until today.

The canteen was designed when Ongard,
still a student, had come back home for a 3-
month vacation. Le Corbusier’s influence on
him emerges in all elements such as the
exposed concrete which required skilful
workers. The influence of Le Corbusier was
completely expressed as the conclusion of
Ongard’s Corbusien works as seen in Building 9
at Panabhandhu School. Here Ongard was
inspired by the French Embassy in Brazil which
Le Corbusier designed in 1964 but was not
actually built.

However, true to his fundamental interest in
not only historical buildings but also the growth
of the Post Modern movement in architecture,
Ongard’s works in the late '70s began to
portray more historicity - The Gymnasium, built
on a former tennis court, featured courtyards
on each side allowing for easy access to the rest
of the facilities of the school. The gymnasium
part was placed in the middle surrounded by an
arcade, atrium, toilefs and swimming pool,
which were duwn scaled in relation to adjacent
buildings.

An approach of simplicity was obvious when
it came to building the library in 1986 in which,
Ongard got rid of exceeding elements and the
order of classic building principles and the
influence of Shinkel's work became clearer.

A few huildings at Panabhandhu School
display a diversity of architectural thinking
reflecting changes of the period. This in turn,

illustrates the consistent development of
Ongard Satrabhandhu as an architect. Some say
that his works are very westernized. Some
guestion his constant use of classical forms.
However, what is of value in the Panabhandhu
buildings in terms of proportion and space via
the detailing of materials and the guality of
construction, is the sophisticated application of
influences from masters such as Le Corbusier,
Eric Gunnar Asplund, Karl Frederic Shinkel,
Andrea Palladio, etc. As we can see, materials
such as exposed concrete collaborated with
brick, wood, steel brought together by skilful
craftsmanship. Moreover, the master plan also
creates a heneficial environment for learning -
revealing the true spirit of architecture.

Panabhandhu has been a place that many
architects visit. Once it had been a dream of the
founders to create a school of guality. It had
heen a dream of an architect and his builders to
collaborate in creating a fine piece of archi-
tecture. It had been a dream of parents for
their children to be well educated. At 40 years
of age, all buildings of Panabhandhu School will
be razed to the ground to make way for other
business used, and all will be confined to
memory in the next few months.

[Ongard Satrabhandhu will give a talk at
Panabhandhu School on Saturday 13 October
2001, 13.30 hrs. There will be an ‘open-house’
for all buildings in the school from 13-21 October
with a site-tour by the architect on 13, 14, 20 &
21. For information please call 0-2661-5272]
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